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NEWS LETTER #2
ORIPSHOLM PARCELS

Word has reached the American Red Cross that food parcels and supplies,
which were sent on the Gripsholm by the Red Cross last September and delivered
in Manila on November 8th, 1943, have been distributed in the civilian intern-

 ment camps in the Philippines. These supplies consist of 21,000 food packages,
685 cases of medical supplies, 1535 sets of men's clothing, L270 sets of women!s
‘and children's clothing, 4270 sets women's and children's toilet articles, 1560
pairs men's shoes, as well as shoe repair materials , tobacco assortments, bed
sheets and recreational supplies. The stock will tide over the lack of essen-
tial foods and help to relieve somewhat tite clo®hing shortage for the next few
months, There were enough food parcels sent to furnish at least several pack-
ages apiece to the internees.

The next-of-kin parcels addressed to the military prisoners in the Phil=
ippines have now been received in some of the camps. No word, however, has yet
come through concerning civilian next-of-kin parcels. But as some of the mil-
itary prison camps have received theirs, there is every reason to believe that
all parcels will be delivered in due course not only to all the military camps
but to the civilian camps as well if the Japa ese authorities have not already
done so. We realize, of course, that thesc supplies will only temporarily al-
leviate the situation in all the camps and that the need for a continuous flow
of relief supplies is of vital necessity. ‘

The American Red Cross is still continuing efforts along these lines
and has given a very comprehensive outline of its efforts towards aiding all
American prisoners of war -and clvilian interness in a recent issue of its
Prisoner of War Bulletin which we quote in part for the information of many of
our readers who are not immediate next-of-kin: :



—— S ——————

"The American Red Cross has striven for over two years to achieve chan-
nels of continuous supply and communication to the Far East. We have with the
support of our Government offered to turn over to the Japanese Red Cross in mid-
Pacific a ship to be taken over by a Japancse crew in order to get food and med-
icines to our prisoners in Far Eastern Camps, Although this proposal is without
precedent in history this far it has not been accepted. Today about 25,000 of
our citizens are stlll in Japanese prison camps. Until our own forces penctrate
the heart of Japan and reach the Americans held in these camps there is no way
of imposing upon the Japanese Government our will to effect the appropriate care
and protection of these American citizens, Swiss delegates of the International
Red Cross have worked unceasingly in Japan, Shanghai and HongKong under the
provisions of the Geneva Convention to bring about certain alleviations of the
conditions of our prisonzrs, They have not, howcver, been allowed to penstrate
the Philippines, Besides relief shipments sent on diplomatic exchange ships
in 1942, and 1943, and cash transfers for the local purchasc of supplies, the
American Red Cross since the attack on Pearl Harbor has:

1. Sent to Geneva 167 cables in two years covering negotiations and
steps on relief and pressing the nocessity of constant communications between
our country and our prisoners in the Far East.

2, Loaded a neutral ship in San Francisco, in 1942, for which the Jap-
anese Government refused to give safe conduct.

3« Laid down with the cooperation of the Russian Govermment substan-
tial amounts of relief supplies at Vladivostok, These goods have been laying
in warchouses for 5 months because the Japanese indicate no cooperation of
their transfer to Japan and Japanzse controlled territories.
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"The Japanese have constantly refused to approve the appointment of
delegates of tiie International Committee of the Red Cross to the Philippines
and other South Pacific Areas, They have also ignored or refused all efforts
with reference to the establishment of channels through which relief could

o

regularly be sent to the Prisoners of War in the Far East."
Yc Ni. C. .A.u

An International arrangement dating back to 1929 provides that only two
service organivatiuna may be fted to war prisoners caups; The International
Red Cross and the World!s Committee of thz V¥, M. C. L. The Jeparese Government
has now granted permission to the War Prisoners Aid of the Y. M. C. A, to extend
its services to the Philippins Islands and a Swedish resident of Manila was ap-
pointed last December to sszrve as a delegate, According to a Bulletin just is-
sued by the War Prisoners Aid of the Y, ii. C. A, Christmas parcels were sent 1o
all the camps in the Philippines. By admitting some re presentation of the Y. M,
C.hss even though the scope of operations is limited, shows a2t least some inten-
tion on the part of the Japanese to recognize organizalions that are striving %
alleviate the conditions of prisoners,

REPATRIATION

Efforts are still being made by our Government to persuade the Japanese
to resume further exchange nedotiatiang, ut so far there are no new develop-
ments in this situation, It is unaﬂrstooi that t:o British Govermnment likewise
has been pressing repatriation nsgotiations., :

FUNDS

Punds still continue to be sent regularly by our Department of State to
WeE%ﬂipﬁnslﬂﬁmm.mmﬂmentbwp%bvanammmymmtwﬂm:1nmhnlpmmr.
This monthly sum of $25,000 \nlcn is the limit the Japanese will permit at this
time 1s being dlstrlbuueu‘tc a1l the civilian camps, Although tha military
prison camps do not share in this, negotiations are still being conducted for
this purpose, ;

MATL

~ We find that seme of the
new.-postal regulations Jor pris
the Far Eastern prisomers of wa
as previously directed, ;

local or branch post offices arc confusing the
ongrs.of war mail to CGermany and are including
r mgil as well in this new ruling, ©Send all mail

The Postal authorities urCJnui« request that in addressing prisoner of
war and internee mail, the name and ddrass bo piaced as near the lower edge of
the envelope as possible, In many cases senders of lztters place the name and
address too near the top of the umvolone vhich results often in their partial
obliteration by post-marks, thvrvby making it difficult to decipher the name of
the person addraessed,



NEWS OF CLD RESIDENTS STILL I MANTLA AND BAGUIO

Fred, Berry is in Santo Tomas, is feeling quitc fit and has regained his
former youthful figure, Mrs, Borry is living outside with Gladys Savary in a
small cottage near the Polo Club at 749 Zamora, Pasay,

Mr, Charles Cotterman who was living in his own homo in Pasay until May
of 1943, is now interncd at Santo Tomas %ggether with the rest of the memburs of
his family. They aro reported to be verPwell,

Mr, & Mrs, Kocnncth Day are in Santo Tomas and arc apparently getting along
very well, They are both very active in camp affairs, Mr, Day is a member of
the Exccutive Committec and for a long time was active as co-manager of food dis-

tribution and chicf of the information burcau,

lyde DeWitt is a very chesrful and optimistic internce, He gives courses
in Spanish Law and re-catalogued tho Santo Tomns University Library, He scrves
on the internzes Exccubivo Committos and is 1 momber of the "Shanty Town Com~
munity" which is the Park Avenus scetion of +ha Campe,

Mr, George Fairchi?.d, “ho lived at home until May of 1943, ‘is now interned
at Santo Tomas togethor with the other mombars of his f anily and always keops

very cheerful, Th> Japmoss hova trkan ovap his homo,
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Mr, & Mrs. Simon Feldstein are both well but because of their age are
interned at St, Joseph's Hospital,

Sam. Gaches is interncd at Santo Tomas and is monitor for the large men's
dormitory. He is getting along splendidly. Irs. Gaches has never been interned,

Judge Allison Gibbs is in Baguio and supnosedly interned at Camp Holmes
but this has not been officially confirmed.

lir. & Mrs, H, B. Pond arc both interned at Santo Tomas and arc getting
along as well as can be cxpected., Due to the shortage of clothing and material,
Mrs, Pond has set the fashion for wearing a "Mother Hubbard" arocund the camp,

Mr, & lirs., Jake Rosenthal are getting along as well as possible and arc
interned at the Philippine General Hospital. '

Mr, & Mrs, C, Roscholm are not interned as they are Danish. Thay are
living in their own home in Pasay. They have been most helpful to the intern-
ces in many practical ways.

Dr. & Mrs. Stafford arc in Baguio and arc supnosedly interned at Camp
Holmes but this has also not becn officially confirmed. They arc, however,
reported tec be doing very well,

Mr, & Mrs. E, T. Westley arc safe and in good health. Because of their
Norwegian nationality they are not interned and have been of great assistance
to the intcrpecs in both the military and civilian camps in Manila, Mr. Westloy
has several times interforred on their behalf and demanded better troatment
for them from the Japancse authoritics,

SHORTWAVE BROADCAST.

We are giving the text of Commander Melvin McCoy's broadcast made to the
Philippines through the facilities of the Office of War Inform tion on the
anniversary of his escape from a Japanese prison camp in the Philippine Islands,

"I was the Communications Officer on Corregidor Island in Manila Bay
when it was captured by the Japanese forces on May 6, 1912, I was also one of
the men who walked the death march from Bataan to the Japanese prison camp. I
witnessed the brutal treatmant meted out to the Fil-American prisoners by their
Japanese captor, These are the things that I will never forgets Toward the
latter part of 1942, I was transferred to the Japanese prison camp near Davao
City on the Island of Mindanao. And it was from there that I, in company with
nine other membersof the United States Army, Navy and Marine Corps, made my way
to freedom.

"To the loyal and brave Filipinos who helped us along the road to freedom,
I want to express a heartfelt thanks, To this I add the solemn pledge that we
of the United States will work andfight no matterthe cost until the Philippines
are once more free,

".-To my comrade-in-arms still prisoners of the Japanese, I say be of
good cheer, Your hour of deliverance will not be long delayed, Meanwhile, I
have reason to believe your stay in prison canps is to be made more bearable.

-_vAgain I_want to say to my friends in the Philippines and to the American



"Again I want to Ssay to my friends in the Philippines and to the American
and Filipino soldiers who are in Japanese prison canps—-~your hour of deliverance
is not far off, Since coming home to the United States I have been tremendous-
1y impressed by the forces that are gathering here and in the Pacific. These
fighting men and their superb equipment are pointed to but one objective--the
utter, crushing defeat of the Japanese,

"We pray God that General MacArthur will soon be @le to redeem the ‘
pledge he made on his arrival in Australia from Bataan. At that time and sinceg
General MacArthup has said; 'The ‘deliverance of the Philippines from the Jap-
enese yoke is the most important thing in my lifet,

"Admiral Chester Nimitz and other American Army, Navy and Marine Corps
Comman'ders are also pledged to this crusade. They cannot fail, They will not
faili".’,-
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SANTO TOMAS SHACKS

The following doscription of shacks in Santo Tomas Internment Camp was
given us by a former internee.

"The shacks and shanties in Santo Tomas were made of many types of mat-
erial and the variation in style of architgcture was sometiiing to behold, Tin
and iron and wood, scraps mbstly were uvsed in thz beginning, In fact one path-
way was named 'Tobacco Road', Later some enterpricing internges becime con-
tractors and brought in nipa shacks which wers fabricobed outside the comp and
assembled after they were brought in., The average of these wags composed of a
bamboo frame work, sawali sides and nipa roof, The nusual floor size was 8 by
10 feet and there was a peak roof with considerable slope so as to shed the
rain better.. ifindowsand doors were generally sawaldl,

"Under the rules doors and windows -had to be open so the inside could
be seen from the nearest pathiy Many people elaboratad with porches, small cook-
ing shelves vwhich extendsd out behind or on the side of the shanty., The aver-
age lot on which the shanties were erected was sbout 20 by 20 fest, Many
enthusiastic gardensrs grew canna liliss, hibiscus, bouganvillea, crecping
vines and some vegetables. Some decorated thelr shanties with hanging plants
of various kimds. Some had little patches of grass and had tabk s in the yard
during good weather., Some who werc handy with tools had built in cabinets and
shelves, Many had 1littlc ice boxes which were useful whon and if you could get
jee. Most had charcoal stoves. Sovaral hundrzd had beds, 4About LOO men slept
in thasc shalters but no women wera allowed in the shanty area after curfew
which was gencrally about 7:30 p.m," e

The sawali mentioned is o lattice ofclosely woven strips of bamboo
which is used in Filipino houses.

‘ A nipa roof is a thatched roof made of dricd nipa palm lzaves and is
water-proof ¢

NEWS ITEMS

We are requested by Mr,. Victor B McAdam to state that word through the
International Red Cross reports thot his parents Mre & Mrs, V. E, McAdam, former
residents of Cebu, are both well, YThey are now i erncd at Santo Tomas.

R- AQ Pt

: Thére are R, A. P., (Relief for Americans in Philippines) pins available
at this officc at the nominal cost of $2,00 apicces These pins are sterling
silver and bluc enamel, ZThoy hav: been very popular v th our voluntcer workers
and as many as desired can be ordored upon request by any of our supporters,
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