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The American National Red Cross has now informed
all Chapters throughout the United States that they can
accept messages on Form 1616 for each United States civ-
ilien internes or United States prisoner of war in the
Philippines whose camp address is known. Only one mes-
sage can be acccpted from cach applicant, Near relatives
- arc urged Yo contact their local Chapters as soon as pos-
sible for information regarding the filling out of these
_ forms., Those living in outlying districts should contact
their nearest Red Cross Chapter.

Serious obstacles have prevented anything but greatly
delayed cgmmunication with civilian internses cnd prisoners
of war in the Philippines. HRsalizing thot recent ncws from
home is almost as importent to them upon liheration as food,
clothing and medicine, the imerican Red Cross, in coopera-
tion with the Army and State Department, hes developed this
service, Vhile, of coursc, no guarantee can be given that
the messages will be deliverced, every effort will be made
to place thom in the hands of civiliaun internees and pri-
soners of war upon their liberation,. This service must at
this time be limited to messages addressed to-the civilian
infernees and prisoners of war with knovm camp addresses
in the Philippires,
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At long last the invasion is under way ond the day of liberation
at hand for the Philippine Islands. Soon all our people in internment and
prison camps should be free. Until it is over relatives and friends every-
where will be living over again the anxious days of December, 1941, but with
what a difference! Let us constantly keep before our minds that for those
brave and gallant people over there the sound of battle will be music in their
ears, After long years of intermment fraught with bitterness and dismey to-
gether with the deadly monotony of their lives, lack of decent food and cloth-
ing, this nearness of freedom wil. surely transcend all trials and hazards which
they must temporarily face until the fight is won.
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The restorotion of normal communications after liberation of former
enemy occupied territory has been necessarily slow due to military necessity
end in the case of the Philippines may possibly be cven slower becausc of the
great distonce a nd the Army nnd Hevy priseity on all transportation. There-
fore the first messages from the Philippines will bc cnbircly in the honds
of the United States Military Authoritins of Qceupation. Becnuse of the very
“unusuul circumstances surrounding the Philippine situation we fecl that every
effort will be made on the part of the frmy to faocilitate some form of come
municatison from individuals thore to necr relatives in this country. The plans
for this arc now under consideration.
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We have finally ha d the question of relicf for the liberated intornces
clarified by the authorities in Washington. All relief pertaining to civil-
ians as well a8 military prisoners at the timc of liberation is in the hands
of tho United States Army for such period as military necessity dictates.
The average period hns been in other countries so far about 6 months, more or
less, depending on the nilitary situation. The American Red Cross is not per-
mitted to officially function until the administration is turned over to the
Civilian Govermmont, undess the Army makes a request for assistance in the
interim. Id the casc of the rhilippines this a lso holds truc oxcept for the
fact that all. felicf can only consist of essentinl food, medicinc and cloth-
Ang bobause'dud to lack of transportation and the Amy ond Navy priority on
shipping it wéuld be impossible to send supplementary relief for a long time
" after the liMpration. During that poriod there will probakly be cn evacuation
ok the,libcraﬁed civilions and military prisoncrs. Therefore, the plans we had
hoped "t> put into effect regarding supplenentary relief will bo impossible un-
der thesec .conditions. It must be understood that wo have tokon this matter up

very thoroughly with the authoritics in Wishington and find the' no agency ine-
cluding ours can do anything for the amcriecans ir the Philippincs ot the pro-
sent timo,
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The cvacuation of imeriecan nntionals from the Philippines after the
liberation will probubly be in the hands »f the fdministrative Authorities of
Occupations Just how soon this task will be cceomplished and in whet manncr
depends-mainly on transportation facilities and wor contingencics, Every efe
fort will no doubt be made townrds sending them homo as sovon as possible and
those who are sick will naturclly comc first,
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At o recent mceting of the Exscutive Comrittec of the Relief for Amor-
lcons in Philippines it wns decided to lend our cooperntion to the Philippine
;War Relief ( of thc United States ) Inc, Although their presént activitics are

* limited to the meking of garments for Filipinos, the sriginal objeetive was

relicf flor all mationald affected by the war in the Philippines. Unforturately,

this was rejected by tho President's Control Board,
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The following resolution, dravm up at osur request, was introduced in
the Sennte by Senator Claude Pepper. It was twice read and referred to the
Comnittee on Claims. Senator Pepper stys: "I will do all I possibly can to
see that this bill is favorably actcd upon":
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78th CONGRESS
2nd Session

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

September 19 (Legislative Day, Sept. 1), 1944,

Mr., Pepper introduced the following joint resolution which yras read twice
and referred to the Committee on Claims

JOINT RESOLUTION

Providing for paying the expenses of returning certain nationals of the United
States from the Philippine Islands to the continental United States..

RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, That any national of the United
States who was in the Philippine Islands on December 7, 1941, and who here-
tofore or herdafter shall have been returned to the continental United States
during the present war with Japan, shall be ontitled to have the cost of his

" return to the continental United Stutes paid by the United States., In the

case of persons to whom this joint resolution applies end who are hercafter
roturned to the continental United States, such cest shall bo paid without
any charge to such persons. In the case of porsons to whom this joint resolu-
tion applies and who howe herctofore boen returned to the continental United-

Statesa=

(=) any promissory note or other obligation to pay or reimburse the
United States for all or any part of the cost of such return shall be immed-
lately canceled; and

(b) any amount horetofore paid to the United States by such person,
or by another on his bohalf, in payment of all or dny part of such cost shall
be repaid by the Secretary of State to the person by whom such payment was
made, upon the filing by such person with the Secretary of State of o claim
for such repayment within one yeur:after the enactment of this joint resolu=
tion, Such claim shall be filed and such repayment made in acoordance with
regulations prescribed by the Sscrotary of Stote, '

SEC, 2. The appropriation of such sums as may be necessary to carry
out the provisions of this joint rosolution is hereby authorized.
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Through the gencrosity of friends we are npw able to have a permonent
affice, Our new address is:

865 West 42nd Street

Room 712
New York 18, New York

The telephone number is: IOngancre 5-1893,
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7 East 44th Street -:- New York 17, N. Y.
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